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TARS! PINT, PFOR , AR, US 
SUBJECT! AMBASSADOR'S CONVERSATION WITH AuMIRAL MASSERA 


FOR ASST SEC ROGERS FROM AM0 HILL 

1. ACCOMPANIED BY POL COUNS I HAD COFFEE TODAY WITH alEXAnORO 
ShAW, PRES OF BANCO SHAW. AOMIRAL MASSERA, CDMMaNOEK IN CHIEF 
OF THE NAVY, HAS ALSO THERE. MASSERA snuGHT OPPORTUNITY TO 
SPEAK PRIVATELY WITH ME ANE POL COUNS, HE SAID THAT IT WA$ NO 
SECRET THAT MILITARY MIGHT HAVE TO STEP INTO POLITICAL VACUUM 
VERY SOON, THEY DIO not want "to do SO BUT at THIS point CHOICES 
seem to be between military INTERVENTION AND total chaos 
LEADING 'TO DESTRUCTION OF THE ARGENTINE STATE. MASSERA SAID 
HE DID NOT WANT TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE INTERVENTION AS H£ wAS 
SURE I WOULD REGARD IT AS DIPLOMATICALLY INCORRECT. HOWEVER, 

HE SAID, HE DID WISH TO APPROACH ME AS A FRIEND TO Say THAT 
MILITARY WERE TERRIBLY CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR PUBLIC RELATIONS 
IN THE US SHOULD THEY HAVE TO INTERVENE, HE ADMITTED THAT 
MILITARY WERE INEXPERIENCED IN TERMS OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
PROBLEMS IN ARGENTINA, MUCH LESS IN ThE US, AND HE ASKED 
IF I COULD INDICATE TO HIM ONE OR TwO REPUTABLE PUBLIC RELATIONS 
FIRMS IN THE US WHICH MIGnT HANDLE THE PROBLEM FOR AFUTURE 
MILITARY GOVT, 


S’. I EMPHASIZED THAT USG COULD NOT IN ANY WAY BECOME INVOLVED 
IN ARGENTINE INTERNAL AFFAIRS. I SAID THAT WHILE I COULD NOT 
GIVE ANT SUCH ADVICE AS HE HAD REQUESTED, I CUULO QUITF PROPFHLY 
MAKE AVAILABLE TO HIM The LIST OF PUBLIC RELATIONS FIRMS AVAILABLE 
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IN THE EMBASSY'S COMMERCIAL LIBRARY. MASSERA INDICATED THaT 
WOULD BE FINE AND THAT HE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING SUCH A 
LIST "WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS”. 

S. MAS SERA SAID MILITARY .FRF FULLY AhARE OF THE NEED TO 
AVOID HU** AN, PIRHTS PROBLEMS SHOULD THEY HAVE TO TAKE POWER. 

HE SAID ARGENTINE' MILITARY INTERVENTION IF IT COMES WILL NOT 
FOLLOW THE LINES OF THE PINOCHET TAKEOVER IN CHILE. RATHER, 

HE &AID, THEY WILL TRY TO PROCEED WITHIN THE LAW ANO WITH FULL 
RESECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. THIS DID NOT MEAN, hE SAID, THULJY# 

WOT OT I# 

i.ly rfess The war; against the terrorists; on ihe 

CONTRARY, THEY INTENDED TO STEP UP THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM 
AND SUBVERSION, BUT THEY WOULD DO SO WITHIN THE LAW. THEY HAD 

JND INTENTION OF RESORTING TO V IGlL*NT£-TYPE ACTIVITIES, TAKING 

FX T RA»LfcGAL REPRISALS OR OF TAKING ACTION AGAINST UNINVOLVFD 
' T?r»lLiANS.*,OTSSYNGYwUPKUOEE CINCS HAVE TO MOVfc, HE SAID, 

their intention is to do so in the most "democratic and moofrate 
manner possible. HE NOTED THAT they ARE HAVING some DIFFICULTIES 
RESTRAINING HOT HEAOS, BUT EXPRESSEO CONFIDENCE THAI THEY WOULD 
BE ABLE TO 00 SO. 

A. MASSERA SAID HE HESITATED TO RAISE SUBJECT WITH ME BuT THAT 
AT SAME time he WISHED TO ASSURE ME AND REPS OF OTHER GOVTS 
THAT IE MILITARY feel called UPON to MOVE they will NOT HARM 
MRS. PERON. he SAID THIS WAS A KNOTTY PROBLEM BuT THAT THE 
THINKING OF THE THREE CINCS AT THE MOMENT WAS THAT PROBABLY 
REST THING WOULD 8E THAT MRS. P£RUN SIMPLY LEAVE THt COUNTRY. 

ON THE OTHFR hand, THERE WFRE many WITHIN THE MILITARY who 
WISHED TO Take STRONGER ACTION AGAINST her. A POSSIBLE COMPROMISE 
SOLTUIOn WOULD BE TO DETAIN HER IN ARGENTINA ON MaR-TIN GARCIA 
ISLAND OR IN SOME. MILITARY RESORT AREA SUCH AS ASCOCHINGA 

until such time as final determination as to her futurf could 
be MADE. 

«. comment: AOMIRAL MASSERA was VERY CORRECT THROUGHOUT thf 
CONVERSATION, he SCRUPULOUSLY PLACED ALL HIS COMMENTS In THE 
CONDITIONAL TENSE, and SEVERAL TIMES EMPHASIZED ThAT HE 
WAS ONLY SPEAKING OF HYPOTHETICAL POSSIBILITIES. NONETHELESS, 

POI. COUNS ANO T HAO DISTINCT IMPPESSIUN THAT MASSERA WAS 
TALKING about A COUP WHICH will PROBABLY COME WIThIN THE 
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NeXT FEw UAYS, POSSIBLY EVEN 3EFORE THE WEEKEND. 


7. NY PlAnSi I HAVE PLANNED AND HAVE RESERVATIONS TO DEPART 
ARGENTINA TmF FVENING OF NAR 17. SHOULO I CANCEL THESE PLANS 
NOW A NO COUP SHOULD TAKE PLACE ON, SAY MAR 18, THAT NIGHT 
BE TAKEN OY MANY AS PROOF THAT WE HAD PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF 

MILITARY ACTION. FURTHER. IT MIGHT BE ALLEGED THAT I HAD 

CANCELLED PLANS ANO STAYEO HERE TO HELP DIRECT THE COUP, 

I THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT IT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE USG 
HhAT I PROCEED WITH MY PLANS AS THOUGH WE HAD NO FOREWARNING. 

TO BE SURE » EVERY NEWSPAPER ANO MAGAZINE IS NOW SPECULATING 
THAT THE GOLPE MAY COME SHORTLY, 

BUY THAT IS ONLY HEARSAY. THE FACT THAT I WOULD BE OUT OF 

The COUNTRY when THE BLOW ACTUALLY FALLS WOULD BE, I BELIEVE, 

A FACT IN OUR FAVOR INDICATING NONINVOLVEMENT OF EMBASSY AND USG. 
HENCE, I INTEND TO DEPART ON SCHEDULE. I AM, HOWEVER, CHANGING 
MY PLANS AND WILL FlY FROM MIAMI TO WASHINGTON. I SHOULD 
ARRIVE THERE SY NOON MAR 19, AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR CON- 
SOLATIONS that afternoon and the morning of the 2bth if you 

SO DESIRE ANO LONGER IF NECESSARY. 

HILL s 

NOTE BY OC/T* BUENOS AIRES 1751 #PARA 3, AS RECEIVED, CORRECTION 
TO FOLLOW. 
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